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The obtained results are depicted in Figure A3 (Annex). According to this scenario, the crisis would have a short-term 

positive impact on enrolment rates that will slightly increase above the 2010 level and stay there between 2011 and 2013. 

Especially rise would be expected in the 25-28 age group. After the 2013 the enrolment rates will start to fall approaching 

the EU-27 level.  

6. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

This section sets out the results of application of estimated trends to the projections and describes the possible scenarios. No 

statistical probability is attached to the scenarios.  

6.1. Stable enrolment ratio (SER) scenario. The projected number of students in higher education according to the SER 

scenario are depicted in Figure 6.1.  

 

Figure 6.1. Observed (1998-2010) and projected (2011-2020) number of students in the tertiary education – stable 

enrolment ratio scenario 

 

The SER scenario suggests, that the total number of students in tertiary education will decrease from 113 thousands in 2010 

to 92 thousands in 2020, the enrolment in 2020 would be 80% of that of 2010. The most severe decline will be observed in 

the traditional age student groups (18-24) – by 44%, whereas the size of older age student groups (29-39 and 40 plus) will 

remain stable and would even slightly increase compared to 2010 level as effect of positive enrolment ratio trends and 

slightly increasing population in the respective age groups.  

The projections suggest that in ten years the “traditional” age students (18-24) will be a minority in tertiary education with 

its proportion decreasing from 64% in 2010 to 44% in 2020, whereas the older age students (over 29) will increase 

proportionally from 24% to 44%.  

Projected number of students in 2020
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